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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 

Religion has, at all periods of the world, had defenders among 
the wisest and most learned of men. And infidelity has in vain 
cast upon the christian profession, the imputation of fanatick delu- 
sion and enthusiasm. For the most exalted genifises, the most dis- 
passionate philosophers, those who, by natural endowment, and la- 
borious acquisitions, have become distinguished in the world, have, 
in all ages, enlisted under the banner of the cross. Was there 
danger of being deceived, these men possessed all that cool delibe- 
rateness, and scrutinizing perspicacity, which would enable them to 
detect and expose the deception. Was there danger of being over- 
borne, and hurried away by the heat of enthusiasm? Theirs were 
minds of that disciplined and guarded order, which, in no degree, 
were affected by any appearances, but such as, upon diligent inves- 
tigation, bore the indubitable marks of truth; and, until their 
he grey: were satisfied, in vain were their passions assailed. 
ot that they wanted feeling; for when the conviction was fastened 
upon their minds by the irresistible power of truth, immediately 
were their hearts opened to its influences, and they were inspired 
with that holy ardour which the unfeeling infidel calls enthusiasm. 
Whilst the view of so many great and good men becoming the disci- 
ples and followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, and the able advo- 
cates of the great truths he promulgated, is calculated to overturn the 
objections of the infidel, and fill him with dismay, such a contempla- 
tion, on the contrary, is very solacing and encouraging to the hum- 
ble believer. Is he told, that men of much greater capacity than 
himself, have pronounced christianity to be a mere fabrication—he 
can answer, that men of equal, of superior ape to the in- 
fidel, have refuted the arguments upon which such a denunciation 
rested, and irrefutably established the credibility of the christian 
faith. He can point to men of genius and learning of his holy 
profession, in irradiating, by the beams of a heavenly intelligence, 
the sacred truths of inspiration; and by the light they diffuse over 
their speculations—disclosing the labyrinth where, in kindred 
darkness, the infidel has involved himself in inextricable entangle- 
ment. Among these men of superior worth ar‘ intelligence, I 
would call the attention of the readers of the Messenger to Tho- 
mas Chalmers, minister, of Glassgow; a man, who, in expatiating 
on the truths of the christian revelation, pours along the tide of 
an eloquence at once “dazzling and overpowering.” ‘The particu- 

Vos. 1. 26* 











402 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


lar production of this (to judge him by his works) excellent and 
eloquent minister, which I at present have in view, is entitled, “A 
series of discourses on the Christian Revelation, viewed in con- 
nexion with modern astronomy.” Its design may be briefly stated. 
From a consideration of the immense field which modern astrono- 
my has won for our contemplation, the infidel bas drawn, or #ather 
attempted to draw, the inference—“that God cannot be the author 
of the christian religion—for he would not lavish on so insignificant 
a field, such peculiar, and such distinguishing atteution as are as- 
cribe:l to him, in the Old and New Testaments.” And this infer- 
ence is bottomed ov the unfounded assertion of the infidel, “that 
christianity is a religion that professes to be designed for this world 
alone.” ‘lo shew how void of truth is this assertion, and how un- 
founded in reason the inference deduced from it, in connexion 
with the consideration of the wondrous and numberless worlds, 
that the modern astronomy has disclosed, is the design of the work. 
To effect this object, the author does not think it necessary to de- 
reciate the discoveries of the astronomer; far from it. Did the 
infidel wish to overwhelm us, by the view of these stupendous dis- 
coveries, and to set them before us, in the most imposing and over- 
powering description, he need only refer us to the pages of this 
author. Al! that he could wish, is there performed—the magnitude 
and distances of the heavenly bodies are there pourtrayed; the 
countless number of these splendid lights, which move in so- 
lemn regularity along the immense concave which hangs over us, 
is there adverted to, only as introductory, to open upon the mind 
the astonishing display of almighty power, in the innumerable 
worlds and systems which ceaselessly revolve throughout illimita- 
ble space. In the words of the writer—“The discoveries of sci- 
ence widen the empire of creation, far beyond the limits former! 
assigned to it. ‘They give us to see, that yon sun, throned in the 
centre of his planetary system, gives light and warmth, and the vi- 
cissitude of seasons, to an extent of surface, several hundreds of 
times greater than that of the earth which we inbabit. They lay 
open tous a number of worlds, rolling, in their respective circles, 
around this vast luminary—and prove, that the ball which we tread 
upon, with all its mighty burden of oceans and continents, instead 
of being distinguished from the others, is among the least of them; 
and, from some of the more distant planets, would not occupy a visi- 
ble point in the concave of é#eir firmament. They let us know, that, 
though this mighty earth, with all its myriads of people, were to 
sink into annihilation, there are some worlds, where, an event so 
awful to us, would be unnoticed and unknown; and others where 
it would be nothing more than the disappearance of a little star, 
which had ceased from its twinkling.’ In speaking of the fiaed 
stars, he concludes, “Each of these stars may be the token of a 
_ system, as vast and as splendid, as the one which we inhabit. Worlds 
roll in these distant regions; and these worlds must be t!e mansions 
of life and of intelligence. In yon gilded canopy of heaven, we 
see the broad aspect of the universe, where, each shining point pre- 
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sents us with a sun, and each sun with a system of worlds, where 
the Divinity reigns in all the grandeur of his attributes; where he 
peoples immensity with his wonders; and travels, in the greatness 
of his strength, through the dominions of one vast and unlimited mo- 
narchy.” After setting forth, in all its amplitude, the wondrous 
discoveries of the modern astronomy, he thus concludes his first 
discourse—with which I shall conclude my notice of this admira- 
ble work, hoping, as is its design, that the reader will be induced 
to peruse the work itself. ‘The author of the following treatise 
engages, in his present undertaking, under the full impression, that 
something may be found with which to combat infidelity in all its 
forms; that the truth of God, and of his message admits of a noble 
and «decisive manifestation, through every mist which the — or 
the prejudice, or the sophistry of man, may throw dround it; and 
elevated as the wisdom of him may be, who has ascended the 
heights of science, and poured the light of demonstration over the 
most wondrous of nature’s mysteries—that even out of his own 
principles, it may be proved, how much more elevated is the wis- 
dom of him who sits, with the docility of a child to his Bible, and 
casts down to its authority, all his lofty imaginations.” 


AMICUS, 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
FOREIGN. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Speeches at the thirteenth Anniversary. 
(Continued from page 392.) 

John Weyland, jun. esq. said: “My lord, and gentlemen, I have 
always, in whatever situation I have been placed, whether visiting 
my friends in this town, or executing the duties of a country 
gentleman in my own neighbourhood, felt it my duty to advo- 
cate this society: I have always felt it equally my duty and my de- 
light, to stand forth in its support; and to say, that, in my humble 
opinion, it is one of the wisest, and the noblest efforts that ever 
the grace of God put it in the heart of man to make, for the 
promotion of God’s glory, and the good of mankind. If I am 
asked, wherefore I think this? I reply, because it is founded on the 
only solid principle of human improvement: I would say, that 
almost divine principle, the moral equality of mankind. i mean 
the principle which consecrates this great truth—that the poorest 
man in the poorest cottage, nay, the wildest savage in the remotest 
desert, has a soul, as valuable in the eye of his C-eator, and which 
should be as valuable in the eyes of those whe have the power of 
prometns and instructing him, as the greatest monarch on his 
throne. 

“It is this feeling which soothes the mind of the philanthropist, 
on contemplating the political inequalities of the human condition, 
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which he must necessarily admit to be an essential part of the or- 
dination of Providence towards a fallen world. It is the principle 
of moral equality too, as it is acted on by this society. which more 
than compensates to the man who is suffering under the consequen- 
ces of political inequality, all the supposed hardships of his lot. 
For, put the Bible into his hand, make him feel the objects we all 
feel, and, instead of being the lowest in the scale, he is raised to 
the highest point of human happiness and usefulness; he becomes 
the member of an aristocracy, to whieh I heartily pray that I and 
those whom I love, may belong. Now, gentlemen, I feel it pecu- 
liarly incumbent on me to make these observations, because the 
motion which I have the honour to second, thanks those personages, 
who, in point of rank, are the highest in this kingdom: but, notwith- 
standing all the enjoyments, all the business, and, let me add, all 
the temptations incident to their station, they have shewn that their 
hearts are fuliy alive to the truth of the principle I have mentioned. 
They feel, om i they have practically shown that they feel, the poor- 
est man in the king’s dominions to be their brother, in a moral point 
of yiew; in that view which the scripture takes of his condition, as 
one whom the same God created, and for whom the same Saviour 
died: and, on every occasion, where they have been called upon, 
they have cheerfully and heartily given their time, their talents, 
and their money, in promoting the moral welfare of their country- 
men. 

«Having said thus much upon the principle of the society, I will, 
in addition, only bear the testimony of a plain country gentleman 
to its excellent practical effects. 1 have seen in my own neigh- 
bourhood, that these are most satisfactory. I have seen a man 
profligate and immoral, given to use himself and his family ill, and 
to abuse the trust reposed in him by his master, by joining in a Bi- 
ble association, become a useful and aetive member of society; I 
have see him then, employ the day in laborious occupation, and a 
great part of the evening in instructing his neighbours in the ele- 
ments of useful knowledge. I kaow another man that actually sa- 
ved 4s. 6d. a week, by becoming amember of a Bible association; 
he was accustomed to spend 5s. aweek at a publick house, but a 
friend of mine put a Bible into his hand, and in a fortnight he came 
to the Penny Association and paid his penny; in six months from 
that period, he paid six pence; and when the patrons of the associ- 
tion expostulated with him, and told him they did not wish him te 
deprive his family of the money, he said, ‘Never fear, geatlemen, 
I save 4s. 6d. a week by belonging to this association; | formerly 
spent it at the publick-nouse; 1 now spend my time with my family, 
aod [ have to thank you, not only for the saving of my money, but 
also for having made me a better man; for having given me the en- 
jovment of happiness that I knew not before; and I acknowledge 
towards you a debt of gratitude I shall never be able to repay.’ 

“My lords and gentlemen, I shall not detain you long; I will 
merely express a wish, which, I trust, will reach the hearts of all 
for whose consideration it isintended. Let the country gentlemen 
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of England go forth, with the Bible in their hands, and the Bible in 
their hearts! That is, let them distribute it among their neigh- 
bours, and show, by their own conduct, that they are, themselves, 
sincerely actuated by its precepts. ‘Thus, they will improve the 
moral habits of the people, whom they are bonud to protect; and 
thus, will they be able, effectucily, to meet those difficulties, which 
the distresses of the labouring classes have brouglit upon all the rest. 
Then, shal! we, indeed, once more become a happy and united peo- 
ple; and, having had the glorv, by the moral and physical energies 
which God has imparted to us, i tennien ourselves from tyraany, 
and the whole of Europe also, (in so far as their moral capacities 
allowed them to be rescued,) we sha!!l, as a people, have in due time, 
the still greater glory, of being the instruments, in the hands of 
God, of carrying the knowledge of His Word through the extend- 
ed regions of the globe.” : 

[Next follows Rev. Dr. Mason’s speech, which was inserted en- 
tire at page 308 of this volume.” 

The reverend Richard Watson, (minister in the Methodist con- 
nexion,) after some preparatory remarks on the merits of the com- 
mittee, spoke as follows: 

“My lord, the report and the addresses which we have heard this 
day, have turned our attention to the Russian empire; and delight- 
ful are the views which are there presented to us. We cannot listen 
to such statements, without anticipating, from the circulation of 
the Scriptures in the Greek Church, the revival of religion there in 
all its purity: and whoever considers the geographical positions of 
the Russian empire, its rising greatness, its political influence, and 
the character of its sovereign, must contemplate such a revival of 
pure religion, as the certain harbinger of the moral renovation of 
the world. To merely pagan countries we send both Bibles and 
missionaries; but where christianity exists, though in decay, the 
Bible may be sufficient. The circulation of the Scriptures alone, 
may raise and restore the Greek Church; the frame of the temple 
still stands, and the Bible will re-kindle the fire upon its altars—an 
order of christian ministers exists, though many of them are corn- 
paratively dead; but, like the witnesses in the Apoca!ypse, when 
the spirit of truth shall enter into them, ‘they shall stand upon their 
feet and prophesy.’ 

“The circulation of the Scriptures in the Latin Church, produ- 
ced our own glorious reformation, and gave us protestantism with 
all its blessings. And we may look forward to the same resulis in 
the Greek Church, with this interesting difference, that the oppo- 
sition made to the circulation of the Scriptures in the Latin Church, 

roduced an angry schism; but, encouraged as Bible societies are 
in the Greek Church, the free diffusion of divine truth will re-ani- 
mate the body, and yet, probably, preserve its unity. This, my 
lord, is a cheering consideration. Our reformation dawned upon 
us with its lurid glare; all our protestant churches had their birth 
amidst the preiee ated of political elements, and their cradle was 
rocked by storms, but in Russia we have the prospect of change 
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without convulsion, of the good without the evil; its reformation 
approaches like a soft and beauteous sun-rise, shedding rays equal- 
ly welcome on the cottages of Siberia, and the palaces of the north- 
ern Cesar. What is doing in Russia, in comparison of the wants 
and population of that empire, is chiefly in preparation; yet such 
notes of preparation fall delightfully on our ears; they are like the 
first faint notes of the birds. wakened, even by twilight, into songs 
—preludes to the full harmony of nature, and the perfect light of 
day. One circumstance. in the operation of the Bible society, has 
appeared to me equally singular and encouraging—the eager desire 
of the people in all places to possess those Scriptures, which it is 
the object of the society to furnish. Has. then, the carnal mind 
ceased to be at enmity with God?—Have vice and ignorance laid 
aside their hostility to truth? We believe a time will arrive, when 
those reproving words of the evangelist will lose their application, 
—the light shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehendeth 
it not;*—a time when the darkness shall comprehend the light, and 
eagerly lay hold upon it. Have we, then, the encouragement ari- 
sing from the consideration, that we are approaching that period? 
I think we have. When the light of the gospel faded away from 
the minds of men in former ages, there was no such feeling as that 
to which I have referred; none sighed at the approaches of night; 
none laid hold on truth, as Jacob on the angel, saying ‘I will not let 
thee go.’ The shadows of the evening were welcomed, and the an- 

1 was repulsed. I have no other way of accounting for this 
change, but by referring it to the special influence of God; and this 
is one of the noblest proofs, that the work of the Bible society is 
taken up into the plans of Providence: God is not only with us, but 
there is a sense in which he goes before us. Wherever this society 
directs its operations, his Spirit appears, to precede it: a holy influ- 
ence is breathed upon the world, preparing it to receive those bles- 
sings which the sacred word alone can communicate; this is the 
pledge of ultimate and universal success; it is the quickening fresh- 
ness which goes before the morning; the rising breeze, which indi- 
cates the descending and universal shower. 

“J will add but another remark, and I make it, because it has 
been made before, and because it derives its interest from being 
made often. Our christian union still continues ;we are still one in 
this glorious work; the dew of Hermon has not, to us, lost its refresh- 
ing quality; the ointment poured on the head of Aaron still retains 
all its fragrance. I follow, with pleasure, the respectable divine 
who has just addressed you. Heis an American, witha truly Bri- 
tish heart; and he has furnished me with an American allusion, with 
reference to the principles of this society, which embraces christi- 
anity of all names and all countries. We have buried the hatchet 
of strife, and may the moisture which nourishes the root of that 
tree under which we have laid it, daily eat more deeply into its 
edge, and more completely destroy its temper. I know of but one 
malediction in the breast of charity, and that is reserved for the man 
who shall dig the hatchet from the earth, and again give sharpness 
to its edge.” (To be continued.) 
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Extracts from the twenty-second Report of the London Missionary 
Society, May, 1816. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
(Concluded from page 394.) 
AFRICANER’S KRALL. 


Seldom have the directors had occasion to record circumstances 
so remarkable as those which have occurred at this place. Every 
member of the society will recollect the dispersion of the people who 
resided at Warm Bath, which was at that time one of our most flour- 
ishing stations. ‘The terrour of Africaner’s name. put a period, for a 
season, to our pleasing expectations concerning that congregation. 

When Mr. Campbell was in Africa, he conceived that the heart 
of Africaner might possibly be won by that kindness which the gos- 
pel recommends even towards an enemy. He, therefore, wrote a 
conciliatory letter to him, accompanied with a present. But for a 
long time, no man could be found hardy enough to venture to Afri- 
caner’s krall to present it. At leneth the letter reached his hands: 
and its contents were soon after seconded by a visit from our late 
most excellent missionary, Mr. Christian Albrecht. Peace was 
happily established; and Africaner not only consented. that a mis- 
sionary should come, but was very desirous of it, and pleaded Mr. 
Campbell’s promise of sending one. 

Mr. Ebner, our missionary at Pella, (so called, because it proved 
a refuge to the dispersed from Warm Bath, like the ancient Pella 
to the fugitive christians from Jerusalem,) judwing that it was a ve- 
ry important duty to endeavour to maintain peace with Africaner, 
by residing with him, and that it might lead, eventually, to the re- 
establishment of the mission at the Warm Bath. and the formation 
of other settlements in the country, felt inclined to remove to Afri- 
caner’s place, though not without great inconvenience, aud perhaps 
risk. He proposed it, therefore, to his congregation, who, though 
strongly attached to their minister, generously gave him up on this 
urgent occasion. Mr. Ebner accordingly removed, and he had soon 
cause to be thankful. ‘The people of the krall received him joyful- 
ly; they have attended his ministry with affection; many seem to be 
seriously impressed, and among fourteen persons whom he has bap- 
tized, are two sons of Africaner. ‘That chief himself expresses con- 
trition on account of the enormities of his past life, and a hope in 
the mercy of God through Jesus Christ. 


PELLA, 
IN THE SOUTH (OR LITTLE) NAMAQUA COUNTRY. 


At this place, it may be truly said, that the word of the Lord has 
had free course, and has been glorified. Here Mr. Albrecht aud 
Mr. Ebner laboured with great success. Ina letter, dated May 24, 
1815, Mr. Ebner says, “You will rejoice with me, when you hear 
of the conversion of so many sinners, who ‘ly in great numbers to 
our beloved Jesus, like doves to their windows. O! couid you wit- 
ness the earnest desires of these poor people to be saved from their 
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sins by Christ; could you hear our people, old and young, how ear- 
nestly they pray behind the bushes, your hearts would not only re- 
jeice, but you would be ready to take out all your bank notes, un- 
counted, and throw them into the missionary treasury.”” More 
than fifty persons have been added to the church, and there appears 
to be a general concern among the people, both old and young. Se- 
veral native preachers have been recommended, and sent out in 
different directions to Warm Bath, Steinhopff, and other places: 

But here, again, our joy is checked by the recollection of another 
heavy loss, sustained by the death of our most beloved and excel- 
lent missionary, Mr. Christian Albrecht. His health had, for a 
long time, been in a declining state; and it was thought expedient 
that he should repair to Cape Town for medical advice. He ac- 
cordingly came, and a few days after his arrival, while engaged in 
forwarding the brethren for Latakkoos and when in the act of wri- 
ting a letter on the society’s,business, he fell down in his chamber 
and expired. His remains were deposited by the side of our vene- 
rated Vander Kemp. Mr. Read, in a letter on this subject, says, 
“Late events in Africa have been both glorious and grievous. The 
Lord has graciously succeeded the labours of the society, by their 
missionaries, in a signal manner. New trophies have been given 
to Emmanuel, which which will be treasured up in Heaven, and 
be unto him for an everlasting name. But death, as if envious at 
the progress of the missionaries, is cutting off our dear brethren, 
one after another. O that the Lord would sheath his sword and 
spare the residue!” 

“The loss of brother Albrecht is great indeed; for I scarcely 
knew his equal. His ehief excellencies were, a burning zeal for 
the conversion of the heathen, ardent love to their souls, and self- 
denial, in a very high degree; and these are the chief qualifications 
requisite for missionaries in Africa.” 

The station at Pella, thus deprived of both its missionaries, will 
now be supplied by Mr. Bartlett, a missionary accepted in Africa, 
and Mr. Marquhad, of Holland, who lately arrived at the Cape. 

It is here proper to mention, that the brethren Evans, Baker, 
Williams, and Hamilton, intended for the mission to Latakkoo, af- 
ter staying awhile at the Cape, proceeded by High Krall to Bethels- 
dorp, where they were most kindly received; two of these mission- 
aries, with their wives, have since gone forward to Griqua Town, 
and will be followed by Mr. Baker, accompanied, we trust, by Mr. 
Read, who intends, on his way, to introduce Williams and Tzaat- 
zoo to the Caffres. Our hearts go with them all, erying—*Save 
now, we beseech thee, O Lord: O Lord, we beseech thee, send now 
prosperity.” 

Before we close the African branch of the report, it will be pro- 
per to state, in a few words, the progress of civilization, more espe- 
_— as our brethren have been injuriously charged with neglect 
of it. 

From a report just received of the settlement at Bethelsdorp, for 
the year 1815, it appears that the number of inhabitants, including 
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the present residents, the people engaged.in cutting and sawing tim- 
ber, and the Hottentots now serving the farmers, amounts to 1170, 
the number of cattle and sheep, 2,672: and the number of waggons, 
24. More than 30 men are wee employed in hewing and saw- 
ing timber, which is sent by sea to Cape Town, and for which re- 
turn is made in various articles of utility. Much timber is also 
carried to Witenhage and Graaff Reinet. From 12 to 20 men are 
employed in getting bark; others in burning lime; and others in car- 
rying salt into the interiour. There are also two wheelwrights, 
six carpenters, two shoe-makers, two brick-layers, several brick- 
makers, one butcher, one tanner, three thatchers. Many of the 
women assist their husbands in gardening, making matts, baskets, 
blankets of sheep skins, &c. ‘Thirty girls are daily taught to knit; 
and there are 18 girls in the sewing school, who make s'iirts for sale. 
Upon the whole, the ke: gt of success in Africa, is encouraging 
in a very high degree; and although several more missionaries are 
required, and the increase of expense is considerable, yet, as Mr. 
Read suggests, it is hoped, that with some exertion, Africa will 
soon bear its own expenses, except the equipment, passage, and 
first settlement of the missionaries. 


-— + eo 


FROM THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


ACCOUNT OF THE HINDOOS. 
State of Civilization. 
(Concluded from p. 397.) 


During their religious feasts, practices of a more inhuman nature 
are exhibited. Some of their principal modes of self-torture are 
the following: First, that of swinging. This is done by passin 
two iron hooks through the integuments on each side of the = 
pone, by which the devotee is suspended with ropes at the height 
ef forty feet in the air, and twilred round for a considerable time 
with great velocity. Sometimes the skin gives way, and he is dashed 
to pieces by the,fall. Another torture is, passing threads, or narrow 
strips of bambo, through each side, to the number of five or six. These 
are about thirty yards long, and, being fastened at each end, the per- 
son dances backward and forward between them, sawing his flesh as 
well as burning it by the friction. A third mode is, running a spit of 
four feet long through the tongue, and drawing it back and forth. 
Again, from a frame of bamboo, about thirty feet in height, they pre- 
cipitate themselves upon iron spikes nine inches long. Besides these, 
there are a variety of, other methods of doing penance; such as going 
on long pilgrimages with their sandals filled with nails—sitting in 
one gone for years—holding their arms extended over their heads 
until they are withered—clenching their fists until the nails of the 
fingers, in growing, penetrate the bones of the hand—looking at the 
sun, or fire, until entirely age rein themselves by a slow fire, 
and standing erect on lofty pillars until, through weariness, they 
drop down to meet death on the ground. It is well known that 
during these feasts, some generally devote themselves to immediate 
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death, under the monstrous cars of theiridols. Such self-sacrifices 
are considered in the highest degree meritorious. Human sacrifi- 
ces are not now offered on the altars of any of their gods, though 
they have a tradition that this was formerly the case. The custom 
of drowning infants, devoted to death by vows, was stopped by or- 
der of the British government, under the administration of marquis 
Wellesley, now lord Wellington. Before this noble act, so fre- 
quent were the oblations of these innocent victims, that sharks and 
crocodiles crowded around the places where they were usually 
made, as if waiting for their accustomed meal! Female mfanticide, 
which, by a certain tribe, had been practised to the destruction of 
all their female children, to the number, according tu some, of 20 
or 30,000 annually, was likewise stopped by command of col. Wal- 
ker. Great opposition was at first excited, but when, two or three 
years afterwards, this gentleman visited that part of the country, 
the parents who had spared their daughters gathered round him, 
begging the blessing of their gods upon him, for teaching them to 
save their own children. The mothers from far and near brought 
their smiling infants, with maternal fondness, and presenting them 
to him, said, with tears of gratitude, “Take thém, they are yours, 
and not ours.” Thus, two practices, at which every feeling of hu- 
manity revolts, have been nearly or entirely stopped, by the hu- 
mane exertions of these philanthropists. But there is still a prac- 
tice, allied to these, continued: that of leading sick persons into 
their sacred rivers, and suffering them to be devoured by sharks. 
When one is thus exposed, the sooner he is taken off by the vora- 
cious monster, the more joyful are his friends. 

The horrid practice of burning widows alive, on the funeral pile, 
is well known; but its extent and enormity is less, perhaps, under- 
stood. The number annually sacrificed, in Hindostan, has been esti- 
timated from 25 to 50,000. ‘The following is a picture of its enormity: 
The prince of Marava dying, in 1712, his wives, to the number of 
47, were burned with his corpse in the following manner: They 
digged a deep ditch without the town, and in it erected a pile of 
wood, on the top of which, the deceased was laid richly clothed and 
adorned. When they had set this on fire, with a world of ceremo- 
nies, performed by the bramins, that company of unfortunate wo- 
men appeared, covered with jewels and adorned with flowers, like 
so many victims adorned for the sacrifice. They walked several 
times about the pile, the heat of which was perceived at a great dis- 
tance. ‘The chief of them having addressed the successor of the 
late prince, resigned the dagger of the deceased into his hands, 
who took it without showing the least sign of grief or compassion. 
Alas! said she, what further comes of human happiness, Z am sen- 
sible I am throwing myself headlong into hell! ‘These words struck 
all the spectators with horrour. She had a christian woman in her 
service, who had frequently discoursed with her concerning the 
truths of revealed religion. She having spoke thus boldly, turned 
her face to the pile, and calling upon her gods, flung herself into 
the flame.” 
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The shasters do not command this act of self immolation, yet 
they encourage it by the promise of immediate and superlative hap- 
piness. Custom, too, has guarded the implied law, with severe 
sanctions, the woman who survives her husband being ever after 
despised, and treated as the most menial servant. 

Moral and intellectual character.—The influence of this reli- 
gious system has been such, upon the morals and intellect of the 
Hindoo, as might be apprehended. In the purer ages of their reli- 
gion, the worship of a being too exalted to concern himself with 
human affairs, was the reverence of fear and not of love. ‘heir 
religion had no soul. As it was not cheered by a sense of the di- 
vine presence, it was dark, slavish, and melancholy. And when, 
afterwards, in the progress of idolatry. their temples were filled 
with the gods of the most vicious character—when a refined system 
of metaphysicks, had frittered away the plain inductions of reason— 
when the unnatural division into casts had exerted, to the full, its 


‘baneful influence, every thing conspired to loosen the bonds of mo- 


ral obligation—to lower the tone of moral feeting—and unhinge all 
the native energies of the mind. The braminical system has, there- 
fore, proved equally destructive of the social affections—the moral 
principle and the powers of intellect; and we find the Hindoo 
gloomy, licentious, and feeble-minded. Their moral character, 
however, is not homogeneous. As it has taken its complexion from 
their religion. like that it presents a strange tissue of opposite 
qualities—the humane with the cruel—the austere with the {i- 
centious—the sanguinary with the voluptuous. On the one hand, 
we see them shuddering at the sight of blood, and on the other, per- 
forming the most unheard of cruelties. Now, they submit to the 
most painful self-tortures; and now give a loose to the most unbound- 
ed gratification. ‘They are called humane, but the same bramin, 
who covers his mouth with cloth, lest he should. in respiration, des- 
troy a fly, and who sends a servant before to sweep his path, lest he 
should crush an insect, will throw a helpless infant to the crocodile, 
and strangle his sick father, by filling his mouth and nostrils with 
the mud of the sacred Ganges! But it may be said, these are reli- 
ious rites; so are the other, and neither prove any thing, but the 
te: of a cruel superstition. Let those who argue the humanity of 
the Hindoos from their carefulness of animal life, read the follow- 
ing, given on the authority before quoted: “Of these flesh abhorring 
Hindoos, says Mr. Forbes, not only do other casts, but the bramins 
themselves eat flesh, and, one tribe at least, eat human flesh! They 
do not kill human subjects to eat, but they eat such as they find 
about the Ganges, and other rivers; and, near Benares, they ave, 
not unusually, seen floating down the river on a corpse, and feeding 
upon its flesh; and the brain is judged, by these epicurean canni- 
bals, to be the most delicious morsel of their unsocial banquet! 

The Hindoos may doubtless be termed an innoffensive people, 
and they possess most of the passive virtues. But this is their 
highest praise. Besides, their gentleness is often pusillanimity— 
their resignation, indifference—their patience, insensibility. ‘Their 
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boasted humanity too, is but a negative virtue, for they will look ou 
hundreds pining in wretchedness, and literally starving to death, 
with the utmost unconcern. ‘This is daily the case, in the streets of 
Calcutta. Nor is the kindness with which they treat those of a dif- 
ferent religion much worthy of praise. Their own religion forbids 
them to make proselytes, and they consider every kind of worship 
as nearly equally acceptable to the gods. Heaven, say they, is a 
p00 with many doors, and it matters not at which any one enters. 

‘hat room is there then for persecution? ‘Their character is, in some 
respects amiable, but it is ined with none of the higher virtues, 
and is often stained by the most detestable vices. Active bene- 
volence is scarcely known among them; and, for gratitude, they are 
said to have no name! Avarice is the leading feature of their cha- 
racter, and they pursue wealth with the most unfeeling indifference, 
to the sacrifice of every principle of honour or honesty. Perjury 
is so common, even among the bramius, that not the least depen- 
dence can be placed upon their testimony; while lying, fraud, and 
thieving, are so universal, that no stigma is attached to them. 
Adultery is frequent, even among their must rigorous sects; and 
prostitution, as we have seen, constitutes a part of their worship; 
which is, indeed, made up of lasciviousness and bleod. In short, 
the degree of mora! turpitude, attached to the Hindoos in general, 
is almost beyond description. If Satan reigns in the hearts of any 
people uncontroled, it is in these. They are not brutal and fero- 
cious, but they refine upon wickedness, aud every spring of moral 
action is poisoned. Yet the morality of the ideos has been the 
subject of the highest encomiums, and triumphantly compared with 
that of christians. The morality of the Hindoos! We might as 
soon look for piety in pandemonium. ‘The truth is, their morality 
is rotten at the core. What can we expect from a people, of whose 
principal gods, one is a patron of thieves, another sendetd 16,000 
virgins, and the third, on seeing a beautiful damsel, offered to 
abandon his wives, his family, and all his holiness for her? If there 
are those among the Hindoos, who are not highly immoral, it is be- 
cause they live in a state of continual inanity, slumbering in a vo- 
luptuousness that knows no wauts, or oppressed by that lassitude 
which proceeds from intemperate gratification. Hence, a constant 
“it is better to sit than to stand, to lie down than to sit, to sleep 
than to wake; and death is the best of all.” 

After this sketch, it is scarcely necessary to say, that, even in 
this world, the Hindvos are wretched. But 1 will add a remark of 
an elegant writer. ‘The popular religion of Hindostan is not like 
that of Greece, captivating, though corrupt, in which taste displays 
all its resources, and pleasure all its charms. It is neither calcula- 
ted to excite tumultuous mirth, nor promote temperate ho 
but the despondency of settled melancholy, or the frantick ravings 


of despair!” How, then, are these debased and unhappy fellow- 
immortals to be elevated from their mental and moral degradation? 
How are they to be saved from present, but especially, from eternal 
misery? ‘The answer is plain—Christianize them! 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


SCOTT’S FAMILY BIBLE. 


We have just undertaken an agency for Armstrong’s second Bos- 
ton edition of Scott’s Family Bible, now in the press; one volume 
of which, containing all the Epistles and the Revelation, will be im- 
mediately ready for delivery. ‘The following are the terms of pub- 
lishing: 

I. It shall be printed or good white paper, with a fair type, and 
be equal to ARMsrRonG’s first edition. 

II. It will be comprised in six large volumes, octavo, contain- 
ing the old and New-Testaments, with the introductory observa- 
tions to the books, &c. and the inestimable NOTES and PRAC- 
TICAL OBSERVATIONS. The marginal references, which by 
the generality of readers are never used, will he omitted, and there- 
by room will be made to put the notes and practical observations in 
a larger type, for the accommodation of all readers, but particular- 
ly, the aged; thus uniting small volumes with a good fair type, and 
making this edition, for common use, the BEST AND CHEAPEST EDI- 
TION EVER PUBLISHED. ‘Those who wish for the reterences, can 
be supplied with Scott’s Reference Bible, which is much more con- 
venient, for five dollars. 

Ill. The volumes will be readv once in three months, well done 
up in boards, with strong cartridge paper backs, at three dollars a 
volume: or three dollars and fifty cents, bound in sheep and lettered, 
payable ondelivery. Thus, for the trifling sum of twenty-five cents 
a week, (which may be easily saved in many ways,) can be had this 
popular and excellent work. It will be finished in about eighteen 
months. The names of subscribers who patronize this edition, will 
be printed at the close of the work. 

0 praise a work so universally known, and so highly esteemed 
by the christian community, as the one above mentioned, would be 
superfluous. We merely lay the terms of the publication before 
our readers tc show them, if any should wish to procure it, that the 
present is a very favourable opportunity for obtaining, on easy 
terms, a very good and cheap edition. EDITOR. 


—— 


ANECDOTE. 


A person who was much addicted to the habit of profane swear- 
ing, and, who frequently distressed the feelings of many with whom 
he was in company, was presented with a tract entitled, the “swear- 
ER’s PRAYER.” As it lay on the table before him, he cast his eyes 
(apparently unintentionally) on the first page: he startled, turned 
pale, and trembled; he read a few sentences, burst into tears, care- 
fully put the tract into his pocket, and became, during the time he 
was observed, thoughtful and silent. It is to be hoped, that his sud- 
den convictions ended in the reformation of his conduct, and the 
salvation of his soul. 
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